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Dates for your Diary:  
 

 

Mon 6th Jan: 

Start of Term (Week 2) 

 

Wed 15th Jan: 

Year 8 Options Evening 

 

Thu 23rd Jan: 

Year 11 Mock Results Day 

 

Mon 27th Jan - Fri 31st Jan: 

Year 8, Exams 
 

Wed 29th Jan: 

Year 11, Parentsõ/Carersõ 

Evening 

 

Fri 31st Jan: 

Sixth Form Application 

Deadline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Reflection :  

òWhen we recall Christmas 

past, we usually find that 

the simplest things - not the 

great occasions - give off 

the greatest glow of 

happiness.ó 

 

- Bob Hope 

December 2019 

Headlines  
Ms A Fearon, Headteacher 

All good wishes 

Welcome to this final edition of our school newsletter for 2019.  I would like to start 

by wishing all students, parents and carers a joyful holiday season and a very happy and 

peaceful New Year. 

 

The final weeks of term have been immensely busy and productive.  Year 11 students 

have sat their mock examinations and there has been a range of extra-curricular 

activities involving many of our students. 

 

During December, activities have included the Sixth Form ôFestive Fridayõ and Year 7 

ôXmas Factorõ.  All were enormous fun while raising money for charity. 

 

Throughout these weeks, we have ensured that the quality of teaching has remained 

high, enabling our students to learn in lessons right through to the end of term. 

We say goodbye to Miss Calvert from the Art Department. We thank Miss Calvert for 

her contribution to our school during her time with us, and wish her luck and happiness 

in her new venture. 

We look forward to seeing all our students on Monday 6th January (week 2) for the 

start of the Spring Term. 

Mr Hillier, our Head Girl and Boy Team and I delivered boxes of goods and gifts col-

lected by students and staff to Crawley Open House. 
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News, Events & Activities... 
Year 13 Health & Social Care Students  

 
This month, Hazelwick Health and Social Care students had the opportunity to hear an NHS 

worker talk about his work.  The presentation focused on the work the NHS does alongside 

other organisations such as social services.  It was a really interesting session and allowed 

students to understand what it is really like to work for a health and social care organisation. 

 
Students enjoyed the session and one student said "it was a privilege to hear such a well spoken 

professional talk about this career."  Another commented how much it helped her understand 

the topics covered and how it would help her with her coursework assignments. 

 

Mrs Banbury 

Year 8 Trip to Roman Baths  

 

39 Year 8 Latin students travelled to Bath at the beginning 

of December to visit the world-famous Roman Baths.  

 

As well as touring the museum, the temple precinct and the 

Baths themselves, all the students had the opportunity to 

sample the water! The consensus was that, due to the iron 

content, the water tasted like blood!  

 

The students were also given some time to do some 

shopping and visit the Christmas Market. The Christmas 

lights added to the occasion and the students were 

unanimous in their view that December was a good time to 

visit this impressive city! 

 

I would also add that the studentsõ behaviour was 

exemplary and was commented on as such by one of the 

Bathsõ employees.   Well done, Hazelwick students! 

 

Mr S Reid 

Head of Latin 
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News, Events & Activities... 

 
The Hazelwick School Mock Election took place on the morning of the General Election itself, December 

12th, with all students voting for one of three candidates representing the Conservative, Labour and Liberal 

Democrat parties.  

 
After a series of hustings, debates, a question and answer session with the candidates, as well as a showing 

of promotional videos for each party, the results were as follows: 

 

 

Hazelwick School Mock Election Results  

Mr N. Smith 

Year Group  Louis Brettkelly  

Conservative  

TJ Eboh 

Labour  

Jairaj Sra 

Liberal Democrat  

Total Votes cast 

per Year Group  

7 26 166 84 276 

8 58 171 53 282 

9 29 213 25 267 

10 68 152 33 253 

11 65 160 21 246 

12/13 61 189 45 295 

Overall Total  307 1051 261 1619 
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House News... 
 

Wilberforce House Charity Week - w/c 11th November  

 

A number of activities took place for the charity week and Wilberforce students were raising funds for Young 

Minds. Young Minds is a National Charity helping young people with mental health. Activities included a 

treasure hunt, a Keepy-up competition, a cake sale and ôGuess the number of sweets in the jar competition. 

 

The house captains worked hard and overall raised over £95 in the week. 

 

Hoop Hop  - The Year 7 Hoop Hop took place at the end of November and Brontë was awarded first place 

for completing the Hoop Hop in the fastest time. 

 

The Annual Christmas Fair  ð All the houses organised activity stalls for the annual Christmas Fair on the 

28th November. There was a great variety of activities: guess the name of the bear; guess the name of the 

cuddly dog; cake sales; table tennis challenges; pin tails and noses on festive characters; and other festive games.  

 

Each house achieved a great result by raising a total of over £300. 

 

Fleming  £38.12 

Brunel  £126.85 

Wilberforce £68.28 

Anderson £41.70 

Bamber  £48.85 

Brontë  £25.74 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fleming Charity Week - w/c 9 th  December  

 

Fleming had a great Charity Week in December despite adverse weather and election fervour. They had a 

great variety of activities ranging from a candy cane delivery service, a bake sale, a Christmas treasure hunt and 

a Christmas Quiz. They were raising funds for Macmillan Cancer support. 
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House News Continued... 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming up in January  

 

¶ Sixth Form Table football 

¶ Room 5 Christmas Games 

¶ House Quiz 

¶ Origami for Years 7, 8 and 9 

¶ Annual Hairdressing Competition 

 

 

 

Mr Wells 
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Careers Café... 
In this section of the newsletter, we bring students, parents and carers information on careers and the world 

of work.     

 

Year 12 Apprenticeship Assembly  

 
On Wednesday 12th December, Helen Mallows from ASK came to speak to all of Year 12, and a group of 

Year 13 students, who are hoping or considering applying for apprenticeships.  Helen talked to the group 

about what apprenticeships are, both the pros and cons of apprenticeships and how those who are interested 

could research and apply. The students were engaged and interested in this alternative to university with a 

number of students waiting behind to ask questions. It was really interesting to hear about the different 

options students have to achieve their 

career goals, a real eye opener to many. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 Be The Change Update  

 

The Year 9 students involved in Be the Change met with their business 

mentors this month for discussions on their skills and how these can shape 

their future.  
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Careers Café Continued... 

Monthly Careers Challenge  

 
Each month this year, we will suggest a new challenge to help you take achievable steps towards making your 

dream job a reality. 

 

This monthõs challenge: 

 

Find out about a job you didnõt know existed 

 
Find out about a job youõve never even heard of. This could give you some new inspiration if youõre finding it 

hard to pick a career path that really appeals to you, or you may just stumble upon the perfect job for you! 

There are profiles you can look at on the Success at School website ð marine biologist, nanosystems 

engineer and anthropologist to name but a few. 

 

Coming Sooné.. 

 
We are pleased to announce that plans are under way with Manor Royal Business 

District to offer Sixth Form students opportunities to visit workplaces as part of an 

Open Doors project. More information on this fantastic opportunity will follow in 

the New Year. 
 

 

 

 

A Delve into the NHS job market in West Sussex  

 

This may be of interest for anyone thinking of working for the NHS. There were 3,974 job postings within the 

West Sussex NHS over the last 12 months. The chart below shows the breakdown of the top job titles within 

the NHS in the county. 

 

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/874/how-to-become-a-marine-biologist
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/1081/how-to-become-a-nanosystems-engineer
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/1081/how-to-become-a-nanosystems-engineer
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/1047/how-to-become-an-anthropologist
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Careers Café Continued... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thales are offering a week work experience in their Crawley office in February 2020 half-term.  

 
Thales is a business where brilliant people from all over the world come together to share ideas and inspire 

each other.  Thales UK research, develop, and supply technology and services that impact the lives of millions 

of people each day to make life better and keep us safer. They innovate across five major industries; 

Aerospace, Defence, Ground Transportation, Security and Space.  

 
The opportunities at Thales are as limitless as the boundaries of engineering, science and technology. They are 

growing all the time and wherever they go and whatever they do, their people grow with them. 

 

The 2020 work experience week vacancies are open now .  

 

Applications close on 10th January 2020.  

 
The work experience week is a great opportunity for those between the age of 15-18 years.  During the week 

you would be developing your engineering skills and experience exploring what a life like an engineer is really 

like.  

 

More details on the application and selection process can be found on their website  

https://www.thalesgroup.com/en/europe/united-kingdom/work-experience-uk  

 

 

Mrs Andrews 

Work Experience  

https://www.thalesgroup.com/en/europe/united-kingdom/work-experience-uk
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Read On! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Following on from a conversation with a friend who was mortified to discover that I am an avid audio book 

listener, I thought I would feature some of their benefits that my friend had never considered and dispel the ôit 

is cheatingõ myth. 

 
My first point I made to my friend was that some books were actually written to be read aloud, especially the 

classic authors like Dickens and M. R. James. Poetry is another example when the written word often works 

best when ôperformedõ.  

 
Books written using accents also work well. I have read the book ôTrainspottingõ by Irvine Welsh but prefer the 

audio book version as the author wrote the series of short stories in Scots, Scottish English and British English. 

The dialogue works better hearing the words pronounced as they would be spoken in Edinburgh! I have also 

listened to audio books where I have struggled with the pronouncing of prose written in regional or imagined 

dialects. (Josephõs dialogue in Emily Bronteõs ôWuthering Heightsõ and Tolkienõs Elvish poetry spring to mind). I 

have a colleague who is learning German and has been listening to audio books to aid her comprehension skills. 

 

Audio books can also help to: 

 

¶ improve listening skills and concentration 

¶ help the understanding of complex language and improve vocabulary  
¶ develop the imagination, as the listener needs to paint mental pictures of characters and scenes unlike 

the film version of the book 
¶ children can learn about punctuation, emphasis and word enunciation by listening and foster an 

appreciation of the skills of a good reader  

¶ improve written and speaking skills  

¶ encourage readers to seek out other books by the author  

¶ entertain ð especially on a long car/plane journey 

¶ explore new genres that they are unsure of reading  

¶ helpful to learn a new language 

 
In addition, advances in technology have made digital audio books more accessible, and in some cases free. Did 

you know that West Sussex Library Service offers a selection of over three thousand digital audiobooks for 

free? This service is offered to all members of the Library Service who have a valid library card. You can 

borrow up to twenty electronic audiobooks at a time and listen to them on a PC, smartphone, portable music 

player or tablet. You do not need to worry about having to pay library fines as the loans automatically expire 

after three weeks. For more information about the service, please use the link below: 

 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/libraries/elibrary-electronic-library/borrow-eaudiobooks/ 

 
The BBC Sounds app also provides free content to past ôBook of the Weekõ programmes, dramas and several 

book related programmes. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/arts-books 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/libraries/elibrary-electronic-library/borrow-eaudiobooks/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/arts-books
https://www.voices.com/blog/_evolution_of_audiobooks_continued/
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Read On Continuedé. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Costa Childrenõs Book Award shortlist 

 

At the end of November, the shortlisted titles for the Costa Book Awards were announced and I thought I 

would feature the novels that have been selected for the Childrenõs Book Award. Which title would you like to 

win?                

       

 

 

 

 

Asha & the Spirit Bird by Jasbinder Bilan  

 

Set in contemporary India, this title has a strong female protagonist and 

explores the themes of resilience, courage and determination. Asha must 

leave her home in the Himalayan foothills with her friend Jeevan for 

company in search of her father who works in the city. Ashaõs journey is a 

perilous one as they must face crossing the mountains and all the dangers 

associated with mountain trekking. Asha seeks comfort in the bird that 

guides them and which she believes to be the spirt of her grandmother. 

Will Asha survive the journey and find her father? 

AR LEVEL 5.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crossfire by Malorie Blackman  

 

Following an eleven-year gap, Blackman has returned to her ôNoughts & 

Crossesõ series with the fifth book in the series. This story is set thirty-

four years after Sephy and Callumõs love changed their society forever. 

The society is now integrated; however, tensions arise when the Prime 

Minister, Toby Durbridge, is framed for murder. Durbridge calls upon 

his old friend Callie Rose to help prove his innocence.  With old rivalries 

resurfacing, who will get caught in the crossfire? 

AR LEVEL 4.8 
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Read On Continuedé. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Shadow of Heroes by Nicholas Bowling  

 
Oh how I wish that they had changed the front cover design! This is a 

fascinating historical mystery set during Ancient Roman times. Cadmus, a 

young slave, embarks upon a quest to find his missing master when he 

receives a secret message. Cadmus must journey across the Roman Empire 

to Emperor Nero. Nero has his own quest ð to possess the Golden Fleece. 

Bowling skilfully combines elements of both Roman and Greek myths whilst 

never losing grip of the mystery elements of the story. Do not be put off by 

the cover! 

This title has yet to be added to the Accelerated Reader programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

Furious Thing by Jenny Downham  

 

This is my tip to take the top prize assuming the use of strong language does 

not dissuade the judging panel! Downham tackles the issue of coercive 

control with a teenaged girl as the central character. Lexi is fifteen and her 

failure to control her temper is getting her deeper and deeper into trouble. 

As the reader gets to know Lexi, they gradually understand the real reason 

behind Lexiõs behaviour. Whilst the novel does contain strong language, 

underage drinking and scenes of violent outbursts, it is in context with the 

story and never feels overdone. This is an emotive read and feels very real, 

thanks to Downhamõs writing skills. 

This title has yet to be added to the Accelerated Reader programme. 

 

 

 

 
If you would like to see all the titles that have been shortlisted for all the different categories, please use the 

following link: 

 

https://www.costa.co.uk/behind-the-beans/costa-book-awards/book-awards 

 

 

 

Mrs Thornton BA (Hons) MCLIP 

School Librarian 

https://www.costa.co.uk/behind-the-beans/costa-book-awards/book-awards
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Accelerated Reader... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Millionaire Readers  
 

This month has seen a superb seven new millionaire readers!  Well done to Marco Ricciardi (7MVN), 

Avighna Ramaswamy (8DLO), Salma Khalid (8YMO), Laura Poirier (8YMO), Afrasayab Ahmad (7ADO), 

Daniel Van Hoven (7KSI) and Aisha Rahmah (7KHO). 

 

Superb reading this term from you all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

My star reader this month is Samantha Newman 7KHO.  Samantha has shown real 

determination and motivation with her reading and quizzing at 100% on every book she has read 

so far.  

 

      Well done Samantha! 


