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Dear Parent/Carer
In view of the current national lockdown due to the increasing number of Covid-19 cases, I
am writing to inform you of our approach to the potential difficulties we may face over the
coming weeks should staff absence become unmanageably high.
In normal times we are able to manage our capacity to cover lessons successfully, even at
this time of year, which traditionally sees higher rates of sickness absence. As we move
further into the winter months and as a higher proportion of people are experiencing
Covid-19 symptoms, self-isolating or waiting for test results, the level of cover is likely to
be much greater than usual. This will undoubtedly put a strain on our school systems and
we may find that the amount of cover lessons required outweighs the number of staff we
have available.
In the event of having an insufficient number of staff, we will have no choice other than to
close the school to certain year groups. If this becomes necessary, we will start with Year
9 and prioritise the exam students in Year 11 and Year 13. Should this be the case,
students, parents and carers would be informed on the previous day before 4.00pm and it
would be likely that the year group would remain off for the remainder of that week.
In this period of national lockdown, teachers and associate staff at Hazelwick are working
relentlessly to ensure that our school stays open and that our students receive the very
best education possible. If partial, or indeed full, closure becomes necessary, we will
contact you with further information, including the arrangements for providing work for
students to complete at home.
The next few weeks are likely to be challenging and our capacity is likely to be
stretched. As we navigate these uncertain waters, I would like to thank you once again for
your continued support.
Yours faithfully,
Ms A Fearon
Headteacher
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