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A-Level
At A-Level this summer, Hazelwick students achieved truly outstanding results. An
amazing 37% of all A-level grades were A*/A with a spectacular 63% of all grades
between A* and B, which is testament to students’ hard work and determination.
Amongst these fantastic results were our highest attainers: Amy Hill with an immensely
impressive A*, A*, A*, A* A* and Distinction; Hasaan Khan and Nicholas Ward both
with A*, A*, A*, A*; Matthew Godsmark and Nana Agyemang both with A*, A*, A*;
and Mariya Awan and Udit Agrawal both with A*, A*, A*, A.

Mon 24th - Fri 28th Oct:
Half Term
Return Mon 31st Oct:
Week 2
Mon 31st Oct - Fri 4th Nov:
Year 7, Calshot
Mon 28th Nov:
Inset Day
Fri 16th Dec:
End of Term

Amongst our many high-achieving students, three have been accepted onto Oxbridge
courses: Amy Hill (Maths at Cambridge), Supriya Finch (Modern and Medieval
Languages at Cambridge) and Ebrahim Jadama (Spanish and Arabic at Oxford).
Other high-flyers have gone on to study a very wide range of subjects, including Amanah Badurdeen
(Medicine at Brighton and Sussex Medical School), Matthew Godsmark (Electrical & Electronic Engineering
at Imperial College, London), Hali Smith (Nursing, Mental Health at Leeds University) and Elan Silner
(Apprenticeship in Engineering).

A huge number of Year 13 students moved on to university, with over a quarter gaining places at Russell
group universities and 38% studying at those listed in the “top 40”. We are immensely proud of all of our
Sixth Form students and, most importantly, we are thrilled that every one of them were able to progress
to their university of choice.

GCSE
Impressive Results
Once again, we were thrilled that our students achieved another set of
fantastic GCSE results. Almost 80% of all GCSE grades were 9-4 (or
equivalent) and almost 30% were “top” grades 9-7 (or equivalent).

Outstanding Progress
Here at Hazelwick, we are committed to enabling each and every student
to make excellent progress, regardless of their prior attainment. With a
phenomenal whole-school Progress 8 score of +0.65 (based on the 2019
formula), a huge number of our students achieved a progress score of +1 or
higher, showing that on average in each of their subjects, they achieved a
whole grade higher than national expectations. Many of last year’s cohort
achieved a score of +2 and some students even gained progress scores of
+3 and +4, with one student hitting a score which showed that she achieved
almost 6 grades higher than national expectations in every subject that she
took.
It has been a real pleasure to welcome our new Year 7 students into our
school. They have settled in really quickly, finding their way around easily and
contributing positively already to our school community. It is great to see
that they are enjoying being here too. Turn to page 2 to see some photos
of Year 7 during their first week at Hazelwick.
All good wishes
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Year 7 students on their first day at Hazelwick
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The Music and Drama departments where thrilled to be able to join forces for the first time to produce the
kitsch and wonderful ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ back in the summer. A huge number of students from across
all year groups uploaded audition tapes and two casts were chosen to perform.
Mr Hone and Noor Azam from the Art department created an astonishing set and five, fully operational
Audrey II puppets. Despite having to cancel two shows due to the unprecedented heatwaves in July, the
show went on ‘for one night only’, with both casts able to perform to packed audiences. Reviews were rave,
with comments such as “better than the Broadway version”, amongst them.

On the last day of term, Mushnik’s Flower Shop was dismantled, and Audrey II was recycled, leaving us all
excited to plan the next show. Look out for notices in September 2023!
Mr Bayliss and Ms Grubb
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A Trip to the Globe
On Wednesday 7th September 2022 students from Mrs Pope’s Year 11 English Literature class went on an
evening trip to The Globe Theatre to watch a performance of Much Ado About Nothing, the Shakespeare play
they are studying for their GCSE English Literature exam. The performance was absolutely fantastic and the
students who went all thought The Globe was amazing. One student said, “The performance was captivating,
and the slight modernisation made the plot easier to understand for those not familiar with the original text.”
Another student said, “The play was enjoyable, humorous, and adapted to be suited for a modern audience. I
loved how the actors interacted and engaged with the audience. It was very lively and there was a lot of farce
comedy.”
Mrs Pope and Mr Evans who took the students also thought the show was spectacular and very funny, and
although Mr Evans had not studied the play, he found it very engaging to watch. The performance stuck very
closely to the original script which was incredible to see and as the class had already read the play, they
understood the vocabulary and jokes.
My favourite part of the performance was when the
actors on stage interacted with the audience. They spoke
directly to individuals and joked with them. The
character Dogberry even decided to climb onto the
audience at the front of the stage. Two other characters,
Borachio and Conrade, dressed up members of the
audience and brought them onto the stage. The
performance was incredible I am already looking forward
to visiting The Globe again.
Rosie Ricketts - 11HPE
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News, Events & Activities from the
MFL Department...
KS3 Spanish Students Enjoy Some Spanish Games!
In the last week of the summer term, KS3 Spanish students enjoyed some games – all in Spanish! Miss
Bohorquez’s Year 8 group were given directions in Spanish and were sent off on a treasure hunt – a
couple didn’t appear to have completely mastered the difference between ‘a la derecha’ (to the right) and
‘a la izquierda’ (to the left) but the vast majority coped well! Meanwhile Ms Gratton’s Year 7 class made
their own games to practise telling the time in Spanish, whilst Mrs Fernandez’s Year 8 group played some
typical Spanish games such as ‘El Pañuelo’ (The Handkerchief!)

We all enjoyed some well-deserved fun at the end of the term, whilst still ensuring that we revised our
Spanish!
Ms Gratton
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News, Events & Activities from the
Music Department...
Hazelwick has achieved Music Mark status for the second year in a row, in recognition of its commitment
to providing high quality music education to all its students.
Congratulations to the Music Department and all those involved in supporting them with this.
Mr Bayliss

Music Clubs 2022-2023
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News, Events & Activities from the
P.E. Department...
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News, Events & Activities...
Dine in Geography Discussion for September
The Geography department has created a regular feature
for the newsletter - ‘Dine in Geography discussion.’ The
aim is to create geographical discussion around the dinner
table between students and parents/carers, based on
significant and topical issues.

Menu
Nasa’s Mission to the Moon

Starter
Would you like to fly to the moon? What skills would you need to be an astronaut?

Main

Watch the you tube clip Why the Moon? - YouTube. What would you expect to find on the moon?
How can this mission help us understand our planet Earth? Ourselves? Improve technology?

Dessert
What knowledge and skills do we need to enable us to live on other worlds?
If you’re still hungry for more discussion- explore NASA Artemis
Ms. Frampton & Mr Salmon
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News, Events & Activities...
School Allotment Update
Over the summer holidays, the school allotment has flourished. We have had plenty of things to
harvest since returning, including carrots, cabbage, red kale, onion, garlic, and pumpkins ready for
carving.
As you can see, the marigolds are still going strong! We have also completed the composting bays
where we will be putting grass cuttings, dead leaves and teabags amongst other things. In the next few
weeks, we will be installing a permanent stand for bird feeders as well as putting together some raised
beds for next spring. Soon we will be planting onion and garlic sets.

Allotment Club is after school every Wednesday and is open to any students or staff who wish to
join. If interested, please email rhone@hazelwick.org.uk.”
Mr Hone

Page 10

Student News...
Scholarship to the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst
The process started after receiving my GCSE grades where a minimum of 7 grade 6s were required to apply.
After an initial background test, I was invited to have an interview in which my suitability to be an officer was
assessed. Preceding this was a full day medical assessment where my health
was assessed to make sure I was eligible to enter the army. This was then
followed by one more interview, which explores into your motives for joining
the military.
On being cleared as suitable by these 3 stages, I received an invitation to
attend a 3-day assessment centre. In July, I travelled to the Army Officer
Recruitment Centre, at Westbury, and completed the various selection
processes. Only 300 out of the initial 2,000 applicants are invited. This
assessment includes a multitude of physical and mental tests, joined by 2
interviews to thoroughly assess your personality, strengths and intellect.
Recruits are divided into cohorts of twenty-eight (or so) for the process, and
in my cohort, I was the only applicant with a state school education
background, and without a parent in the military.
At the assessment board you are required to give 100% effort at all times and leave unsure as to your
success. Although up to 100 scholarships can be given, previous years have only tended to give out 20 to 50,
boosting the prestigiousness of this award. I must complete my A levels and am recommended to study at
university before my enrolment at Sandhurst can begin.
Alexander Sproston - 13AJO

Megan & Zara Howe

After medalling at the English Closed Judo Championships at the
beginning of September, Megan and Zara Howe have been selected
for the England Talent Development (ETD) Squad and Regional
England Development Squad (REDS) respectively.

Both girls won a number of fights to earn their medals and we look
forward to seeing their achievements in the future.
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House News...

Welcome back to another year of the House competition at Hazelwick! Turing won the competition last year
but who is going to win this year?
I wanted to start with a reminder of what the House system is all about. Each House contains one or two forms
from every year group from Year 7 to Year 13. Throughout the year each House will compete to win the most
House Points. You can gain House Points by earning achievement points in lessons, attending extra-curricular
clubs and by participating in House Events.
Each House is named after a famous Briton who has achieved great things and they are a reflection of what we
value in our school community. Please find below a summary of who each of our namesakes are:
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House News Continued...
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House News Continued...

If you want to earn House Points you can take part in the following events over the course of this term!

Good luck to all 6 Houses!
Mrs Podsiadly
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Careers Café...
In this section of the newsletter, we bring students, parents and carers information on careers and the world
of work.
What Next Sussex
What Next Sussex have compiled a directory of colleges, universities and employers:
www.getcareerconfident.co.uk/what-next-sussex/what-next-sussex-directory
Here, you can explore all the different kinds of choices you can make for after GCSEs or other Level 2
courses.

You can search by the type of institution (e.g. a 6th form college or apprenticeship or by qualification (e.g. A
Levels or BTECs) and then use the map to see what is on offer locally to you.
Suggested Questions to when exploring opportunities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What entry requirements do you have?
What makes the college different from other colleges?
What topics do you study on this course?
What can this course lead to? e.g. work/university/apprenticeships
What is the difference between a BTEC course of this subject and the A-Level version (if they offer
both)?
If a subject you are interested in is a BTEC is it equivalent to 1, 2 or 3 A Levels?
What is the percentage of coursework vs exam for a subject?
What support do you offer for students with special educational needs?
What extracurricular activities are there?
What are the results like for this subject?
When will the interview be?
Is there any extra funding available?
What kind of apprenticeships do you offer?
Do you offer any degrees?
Do you offer T Levels?
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Careers Café Continued...
There is also an online Careers Fair on Thursday, 6th October 2022.
It’s FREE to attend and you can login from 6.00pm – 7.30pm to connect with providers.
Have you been inspired?
Have the Commonwealth Games 2022 or the UEFA Women's Euro 2022 inspired you to think about a career
in sports and leisure?
You could help organise the next commonwealth games, keep our athletes fit, or even train and develop our
future champions!

With profiles ranging from sports physiotherapist and events planner, to sports commentator, there is plenty
to explore on the National Careers Service website in the sports and leisure category:
Sports and leisure | Explore careers (nationalcareers.service.gov.uk)

Careermag
The latest issue of Careermag for Parents is available to help parents, carers
and guardians to support their young people along the way!
This issue, sponsored by NOCN and supported by PiXL, Get the Jump and
many more, covers lots of tips for post 16 and 18 options, the UCAS
application key dates, talking careers with your children and much more!
Careermag - Parents - Careermap
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Careers Café Continued...
Apprenticeships and Traineeships - Academic Year 2021/22
Apprenticeships and traineeships, Academic Year 2021/22 – Explore education statistics – GOV.UK (exploreeducation-statistics.service.gov.uk)
The apprenticeship data for the first nine months of the 2021/22 academic year have been published and below
are some of the key figures:
Between August 2021 and April 2022:
•

Nearly half of the starts (over 42%) were in Advanced (Level 3) apprenticeships, followed by higher
apprenticeships (Level 4 and above) which accounted for over a third of starts.

•

South East was the English region with the highest number of starts (43,900).

•

Most apprenticeship starts in England were from 19+ year-olds (over 76%), followed by those aged 25+
(over 45%).

•

Health, Public Services and Care is currently the most popular sector subject area, accounting for 27.5%
of starts (79,500). This is closely followed by Business, Administration and Law -related subjects, which
accounted for 26.8% of starts (77,400).

Mrs Andrews
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Read On!

Bookbuzz Books
The start to the new term has been a busy one, with library inductions for all our Year 7 students, including the
selection of a free book as a welcome gift to Hazelwick School. Students choose their book from the list of
seventeen titles from the BookTrust charity, as part of their Bookbuzz initiative. I have chosen to highlight the
titles that have proved popular with the Year 7 students, with the book’s Accelerated Reader level. Details
about all the books can be found by clicking the link to the Bookbuzz website pages. I have also included
information about a useful online book searching tool and the dates and themes for this term’s book group.
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookbuzz/students/bookbuzz-books/

Waiting for Murder by Fleur Hitchcock

A ‘must-read’ for mystery fans and if the author is new to you, I would recommend their
other titles. In this story, central character Dan moves to a small village over the summer
for his mother’s work. Dan befriends Florence and the two discover an old car when the
water level in the local reservoir drops. Dan and Florence are certain that they have seen a
body in the front seat, but the police find no trace of this when the car is recovered. Dan
and Florence are determined to discover the truth.
AR LEVEL: 4.8

You are a Champion by Marcus Rashford & Carl Anka

This award-winning non-fiction title, which won both the Sainsbury’s Children’s Book
Award 2021 and the British Book Awards 2022 has proved incredibly popular with students.
It is not an autobiography or football skills book but a self-help guide that promotes a
positive attitude and tips for building self-confidence and tackling anxiety. Footballer
Rashford does reflect on his own life experiences which adds a personal touch to the book.
AR LEVEL: 5.9
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Read On Continued….
Amber Under Cover by Em Norry
A fast-paced story that is reminiscent of Malorie Blackman’s early adventure stories, with a
strong central character. Schoolgirl Amber is recruited as a spy and is keen to succeed in
her first mission. Amber’s life has now become very complicated as she has to balance her
life working for a secret agency and keeping on top of her schoolwork. Most difficult of all is
to ensure her best friend Vi doesn’t discover her secret! The story is set up for a sequel.
AR Level: 4.7

My Big Mouth by Steven Camden
Fans of the ‘Tom Gates’ & ‘Wimpy Kid’ series will enjoy this funny story which has quirky
illustrations by Scott Garrett. This is a cautionary tale about fibbing but also stresses the
importance of family and true friendship. Jay finds himself the centre of attention, having
spun some tall tales. Who will help Jay when his fibbing is discovered? Jay is a likeable
protagonist, and the gentle humour makes this a fun read.
AR Level 4.4

FACTopia! by Kate Hale
Another non-fiction title which has proved popular with students and a great book to dip
in and out of. The book contains four hundred facts that are interconnected in some way.
I now know that squids have a brain that is shaped like a doughnut! The book is full of
Andy Smith’s brightly coloured illustrations which add to the book’s appeal. If students
enjoy this book, there are other titles in the series.
This title has yet to be added to the Accelerated Reader scheme.

Tragedy at Sea: The Sinking of the Titanic by David Long
David Long retells the events surrounding the sinking of the Titanic in this fiction title but
includes useful factual information and illustrations. The author describes how the ‘Ship of
Dreams’ sets sail with over 2000 passengers and crew on board on what should have been
a historic journey on a ship built for luxury. This is a gripping tale of the tragedy that
unfolds after the ship hits an iceberg.
AR Level 6.7
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Read On Continued….
‘What to Read’ After Book Search
The BookTrust website has many useful features and advice for parents and carers, and I thought this tool
would be useful - the ‘What to Read After’ book search. Many young people get ‘stuck’ on a particular title,
author or book series and this tool may help you to keep their reading habit going with reading
recommendations. The recommendations are provided by librarians, teachers, parents and carers and from
young people. For some of the popular series, authors give their personal recommendations too, for example
Jeff Kinney provides some alternative titles to his ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ series. I know that students love to
read the books suggested by their favourite authors.
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books -and-reading/our-recommendations/what -to-read-after/#!?
q=&sortOption=MostRecent&pageNo=1
Hazelwick Student Book Group
The Hazelwick Book Group was re-launched last term and it was fantastic to have students discussing all things
books and reading. All students are invited to pop along to the monthly group; there is no need to book in
advance. Refreshments are provided and it is free to attend.
We meet in the library from 3.10pm to 3.45pm and the dates and themes for this term are as follows:
Friday 30th September
Friday 14th October
Friday 25th November
Friday 9th December

–
–
–
–

The best opening lines
Marvellous Manga
My favourite book character
The perfect gift book

Keep reading!
Mrs Thornton BA (Hons) MCLIP
School Librarian
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Accelerated Reader...

A great big welcome to the Year 7 students and returning Year 8 students!

It is lovely to have our library full with keen readers, there has been a real buzz about the place.
The Year 7 students have been familiarising themselves with the library and the Accelerated Reader scheme.
Whilst the Year 8 students have been selecting new reading books and quizzing on their summer reads.

The Importance of Reading
Reading is exercise for the mind. It helps to calm and relax, opening doors of new
knowledge. Children and teenagers who read, develop better cognitive skills. Reading
is good for everyone, not only children or young adults.
According to the National Literacy Trust research:
•

Children who enjoy reading and writing are happier with their lives. Children who enjoy reading are
three times more likely to have good mental wellbeing than children who don’t enjoy it.

•

Children who say they have a book of their own are six times more likely to read above the level
expected for their age than their peers who don’t own a book.

•

Audiobooks can support wider literacy engagement. 1 in 5 (21.7%) of children and young people said
that listening to an audiobook or podcast has got them interested in reading books.

For further information and research visit the literacy trust website:
https://literacytrust.org.uk/
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Accelerated Reader Continued...

Home Reading
It is so important that the students engage in a reading activity every day for at least 10-15 minutes and
record the activity in their reading logs. All of the Year 7 and 8 students have been given a reading log,
which they need to regularly fill in and bring along to their fortnightly reading lessons. Engaging in a daily
reading activity ensures continuity and progression, enabling students to tackle more challenging texts
throughout the year.
Students can choose to read their own book, their library book or any other suitable reading material for
their home reading. Magazines, newspapers, comics, non-fiction texts and audiobooks are all suitable
choices.
We have a wide range of book options in our school library (over 22,000!) for students to choose from.
Students can borrow up to 6 books, for 3 weeks at a time. We are always happy to assist and advise
students with their book choices.

Please feel free to contact me if you require any further information about reading and the Accelerated
Reader scheme: egray@hazelwick.org.uk

Mrs E Gray
Accelerated Reader Mentor
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Spotlight on Safeguarding...
For your information this month, via the Newsletter, we are raising awareness of online safety
and the influence of social media.

How much freedom to give your child online as they move into secondary school is a difficult decision for
parents/carers to make. The tragic ends to the lives of Molly Russell, who took her own life after viewing
images of self harm and suicide on Instagram, and Archie Battersbee, who lost his life after attempting to
complete a dangerous Tik Tok challenge, serve as a reminder of the dangers of young people using social
media. The influence on the attitudes of young people is also a cause for concern as radicalisation can take
place. A recent example is Andrew Tate, whose views on the treatment of women are described as ‘extreme
misogny’ by domestic abuse charities, which are ‘capable of
radicalising men and boys to commit harm offline.’ As a result of
his dangerous, abusive and offensive views and posts, Andrew Tate
has been banned by social media platforms, where he had a huge
following.
It is difficult to fully protect young people when they are online,
however there are steps you can take to protect your child and
feel more in control.
If your child is under 13 and using an Apple device then they can
be set up with a Family Sharing ID which enables the parent/carer
to accept or decline apps that their children want to download and you can also control screen time. If you
have an android device then you can set up parental controls using Google Family Link which also allows you
to block apps and monitor screen time. If your child is over 13, they are able to create their own social media
accounts and ID for Google Play and Apple, although parental controls can still be used on their device.
It is also important to create an environment where children can approach you to discuss their online
concerns. Internet Matters.org suggests that your child needs to know that they can come to you if they have
seen content which has upset them online without fear of being judged or having their device taken away.

Where to get further information and support:
Internet Matters
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
•

Google
https://families.google.com/familylink/
•

Apple
https://www.apple.com/family-sharing/
•
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Hazelwick Twitter Account
Follow us on our Twitter account @HazelwickSchool for
reminders of key dates and details of important events.

Insight - Parent Portal
Insight is a secure online system which allows parents/carers to access a range of data and information about
their son/daughter. Once logged in, parents/carers can view information such as their child's timetable,
session attendance, behaviour points and school reports.

If you have not accessed this yet and would like more information, please email insight@hazelwick.org.uk

Homework & Revision Clubs
Study Hub - Lunchtime
Room 1
Year 7 – Year 11
Monday to Thursday 1.25pm 2.00pm
Computers and printer available
Support available from staff
Bring your lunch
Booking not necessary
Contact Mrs Stewart: rstewart1@hazelwick.org.uk
Tel: 01293 403344 Ext 2327

After School
Year 7 - Monday to Thursday in the Library - 3.00pm until 4.00pm
Year 8 - Monday to Thursday in the LRC Computer Rooms 102-105 - 3.00pm until 4.00pm
Year 9 - Monday to Thursday in the LRC Computer Rooms 102-105 - 3.00pm until 4.00pm
Year 10 - Monday to Thursday in the LRC Computer Rooms 102-105 - 3.00pm until 4.00pm
Year 11 - Monday to Thursday in the LRC Computer Rooms 102-105 - 3.00pm until 4.00pm
Students can revise or complete homework on computers with support available from a Learning
Support Assistant.
Booking is not necessary though students need to arrive by 3.15pm. For further details, please ring Mrs
Checkland on the school number (extension 2268).
Sixth Form: Monday to Friday until 5pm – Supervised study in the Octagon.

