
 

Hazelwick School 

Newsletter 

Headlines 
Ms A Fearon, Headteacher 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

 
Mon 14th Oct: 

Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 

Flu Vaccinations 

 

Thu 17th Oct: 

Year 11, Sixth Form Open 

Evening 

 

Fri 18th Oct:  

Inset Day 

 

Tue 22nd Oct - Fri 25th Oct: 

Year 7, Activities Week 

 

Mon 28th - Fri 1st Nov: 

Half Term 
 

Return Mon 4th Nov: 

Week 1 

 

Thu 7th Nov:  

Year 10 Parents’/Carers’ 

Evening 

 

Thu 28th Nov:  

Year 13 Parents’/Carers’ 

Evening 

 

Mon 2nd Dec:  

Inset Day 

 

Tue 3rd Dec - Fri 20th Dec: 

Year 11 Mock Exams 

 

Fri 6th Dec: 

Year 7, Student Review Day 

 

Fri 20th Dec: 

End of Term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A-level 
 

At A-level this summer, Hazelwick students once again achieved truly outstanding 

results.  53 students achieved all grades at A*/A with a fantastic 44% of all grades 

between A* and B, which is testament to students’ hard work and determination.   
 

Amongst these wonderful results were our highest attainers: Sophie Gallagher with an 
immensely impressive A*, A*, A, A; Anupreet Kaur with A*, A*, A; Haniya Semnani 

with A*, A, A, A; and Anastasia Panoschi with A*, A, A.   
 

From our many high-achieving students, Haniya Semnani will be joining the University of 

Oxford  to study Modern and Medieval Languages, Zain Razzaq will be joining Cardiff 

University to study Medicine and Emily Ferreira-Iodice will be joining University College 

London to study Pharmacy.   
 

Other high-flyers go on to study a very wide range of subjects, including History, Law, 

Architecture, Paramedic Science, Criminology & Forensic Science, Oceanography and 

Aerospace Engineering, to name just a few.   
 

A huge number of Year 13 students moved on to university, with 20% gaining places at 

Russell group universities and 40% studying at those listed in the “top 40”.  We are 

immensely proud of all of our Sixth Form students and, most importantly, we are 

delighted that every one of them was able to progress to their university of choice.   
 

 

GCSE 
 

Impressive results 
 

Once again, we were thrilled that our students achieved another set of fantastic 

GCSE results.  Almost three quarters of all GCSE grades were 9-4 (or equivalent) 

and a quarter of were “top” grades of 9-7 (or equivalent).   
 

Outstanding Progress 
 

Here at Hazelwick, we are committed to enabling each and every student to make 

excellent progress, regardless of their prior attainment.  Whilst this year’s national 
whole-school Progress 8 scores are yet to be published, 

early indications show that a huge number of our 

students achieved a progress score of +1 or higher, 

showing that on average in each of their subjects, they 

achieved a whole grade higher than national expectations.  

Many of last year’s cohort achieved a score of +2 and one even gained a progress 

score of over +3, showing that they achieved over 3 grades higher than national 

expectations in every subject they took.   
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All good wishes 

It has been a real pleasure to welcome our new Year 7 students into 

our school. They have settled in really quickly, finding their way around 

easily and contributing positively already to our school community.  It is 

great to see that they are enjoying being here too.   Turn to page 2 to 

see some photos of Year 7 during their first week at Hazelwick. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 

 

Year 7 on their First Day... 
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News, Events & Activities from the  

Geography Department... 
 

Students getting out and about in Geography lessons 

 

Year 11 Fieldtrip to Gratton’s Park 
 

As part of the AQA GCSE Geography course, students are required to 

complete geographical investigations in Human and Physical Geography. 

Year 11 students therefore conducted fieldwork at Gratton’s Park to 

investigate how successful the river restoration has been. Students carried 

out various activities to measure how river velocity and biodiversity 

change along the course of the river and spent the next few lessons 

analysing their results and writing a report on their findings.  

The Hazelwick Photo Mystery 
 

In Geography lessons, Year 7 students 

enjoyed completing a photo treasure hunt 

around the school site.  Students used maps 

to find their way around and to help 

familiarise themselves with the layout of the 

school. Students also worked in groups, giving 

them the opportunity to get to know other 

members of their form groups. The 

sunny weather was a bonus! 
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News, Events & Activities from the  

Sociology Department... 
 

The Year 12 Sociology students created posters on different customs and cultures whilst carrying out the 

introduction to Sociology lessons.  

 

Mrs Stapleton 



 

 

Music Clubs 2024-2025  
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Monday 

After school 3.00pm-4.00pm 

Room 6 - Miss Murray 

Choir 

Years 7-11 

Monday 

After-school 3.00pm-4.00pm 

Room 8 - Mr Bayliss 

GCSE Catch-up 

Not on: 16/9, 7/10, 4/11, 26/11, 13/1, 24/2, 

24/3, 28/4, 9/6, 30/6 

Tuesday 

Lunchtime 1.25pm-1.55pm 

Room 6 - Miss Murray 

Drum Corps 

Years 9-13 

Tuesday 

After school 3.00pm-4.00pm 

Room 8 - Mr Bayliss 

Pit Band/Orchestra 

All Years 7-13 

  

Wednesday 

Lunchtime 1.25pm-1.55pm 

Room 8 - Mr Bayliss & Miss 

Moore 

Senior Choir 

Years 10, 11, 12, 13 and staff 

Wednesday 

After school 3.00pm-4.00pm 

Room 6 - Miss Murray 

Band 

All Years 7-13 

  

Wednesday 

After school 3.00pm-4.00pm 

Room 8 - Mr Bayliss 

GCSE Catch-up 
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Would you like to learn  

a musical instrument?  
 

Contact our music 

teachers! 

For drum lessons, please email Milo Fell:  

milofell@hotmail.com  
 

For flute, clarinet or saxophone lessons, please email Sally 

Hartley:  

info@sallyhartleymusic.co.uk  
 

For cello lessons, please email Anna Ryder:  

annarydermusic@outlook.com  
 

For violin lessons, please email Lindsay Leighton:  

violindsay1@gmail.com  
 

For DJ lessons, please sign up on  

www.nextgenmusic.org/register 
 

For piano/keyboard, guitar or singing lessons, please sign 

up on  

www.westsussexmusic.co.uk/make-music/music-lessons/ 

 

Please contact the teacher directly for information regarding 

pricing of lessons or hire/purchase of an instrument. 

 

If you require any further assistance, please email 

music@hazelwick.org.uk  

mailto:milofell@hotmail.com
mailto:info@sallyhartleymusic.co.uk
mailto:annarydermusic@outlook.com
mailto:violindsay1@gmail.com
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STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 

and influences almost all of the subjects in school.  Look out 

for activities already being run in Maths, Design Technology, 

ICT and Science. 

STEM Project Club  
 

KS3/4 after school STEM Project Club takes place on Mondays, 3:10pm to 

4:10pm in Room 97. 
 

This is an opportunity to work on STEM activities and projects that link 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths together along with design 

skills and creativity. 
 

You can work towards achieving a CREST Award, an entry to the Big 

Bang and other competitions. If you have an idea of your own or would 

like to complete a project from existing ideas you are welcome to come 

along and discuss them. 
 

From time to time you will be able to participate in activities with STEM 

Ambassadors from outside school. 
 

If you would like to come along speak to Mr Chapman or email: 

tchapman@hazelwick.org.uk  
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House News... 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to another year of the House Competition at 

Hazelwick. Winton House were victorious as our 2023/24 

champions - but who will win this year?  

 

Our Heads of Houses this year are: 

 

Miss Palmer - Winton House 

 

Miss Pearson - Equiano House 

 

Mrs Millard - Duleep-Singh House 

 

Mx Nolan - Fry House 

 

Mrs Poole - Turing House 

 

Mrs Stapleton - Seacole House 

 

Currently across the school and Sixth Form, during morning 

registration House representatives and Eco champions are being 

selected with a maximum of 2 students for each role per form.  

 

The deadline for selecting form representatives is 4th October. 

Year 12 students have also been applying to be House Captains 

and the successful applicants will be told at the beginning of 

October. 

 

Our House Competition calendar kicked off with Find Miss 

Pearson and we have the Camouflage Challenge, The Chase and 

Sixth Form Bench ball to come in October. 

 

We hope to see you at an event soon. 

 

Mrs Podsiadly 

(Senior Head of House) 
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Careers Café... 
In this section of the newsletter, we bring students, parents and carers information on careers and the world 

of work.  There has been a huge amount of activity within careers this month, and we would like to thank all 

the employers, education providers and people involved in making these opportunities possible for our 

students.  

 

Taylor Wimpey Workplace Visit 

 

A group of Year 10 students were given a lesson in all things housebuilding during a visit to the Taylor 

Wimpey Ockley Park development in Hassocks in late July. They were invited to witness the work that goes 

into creating new homes and communities, with the visit organised as part of our experiences of the 

workplace programme. The housebuilder set up a tour of the development and allowed students to simulate 

the role of their site team by performing checks on a completed home. 

 

Luke Williams, Site Manager at Ockley Park, then delivered a presentation on Taylor Wimpey and the Ockley 

Park development, informing students of the career opportunities that are available with the housebuilder and 

gave insight into the land acquisition, planning and development design and creation processes. The 

presentation also reiterated Taylor Wimpey’s longstanding commitment to health and safety for its workforce 

and sustainable building practices both on and off site.  

 

Mrs Andrews, Careers Leader at Hazelwick School, said: “It was brilliant for the students to don their hard 

hats and visit Ockley Park. It was an excellent opportunity which all the students were very excited about. We 

would like to thank Taylor Wimpey for providing this interactive opportunity for us.”  

 

Luke Williams added: “My team and I at Ockley Park had a wonderful time hosting the Year 10 students and 

are thrilled they gained so much from their visit to our development.” 

 

 

 

https://www.taylorwimpey.co.uk/new-homes/hassocks/ockley-park
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Careers Café Continued... 
Hazelwick Website - Careers Information 

 

There is a wealth of careers information available on the school website:  

 

https://www.hazelwick.org/careers 

 

There is information dedicated to different Key Stages and for Parents and Carers. This will be especially 

useful for students that are approaching decision points on their next steps this academic year. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Students in Year 11 should look out for open events at education providers and organisations that they are 

interested in post 16. 

 

Here are a selection of events that we are aware of: 

 

• Hazelwick Sixth Form Open Evening : Thursday 17th October (5.30pm to 7.30pm) 

• Crawley College Open Evening: Thursday 10th October (4.30pm to 7.00pm) 
• Haywards Heath College Open Evening: Monday 21st  October (4.30pm to 7.00pm) 

 
 

https://www.hazelwick.org/careers
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Careers Café Continued... 
  

What Next Sussex - Get Career Confident is a useful online directory listing local education providers and 

employers. 

 

 

Mrs Andrews 

https://getcareerconfident.co.uk/what-next-sussex
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Read On! 
 

It has been lovely to welcome back students to the library after the summer holidays and we have been busy 

with library refresher sessions for students in Year 8 and Year 9.  We are getting to know our Year 7 students 

who have all received a library induction and completed their first Accelerated Reader test.  

 

Thank you to Mr Agnihotri for being our guest book reviewer this term. 

 

Bookbuzz Books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each Year 7 student has ordered a book from the Bookbuzz programme, as a welcome gift from Hazelwick 

School.  With a selection of sixteen titles to choose from, the library has been buzzing with discussions about 

books!  All the titles will be added to the library shelves so students can read all the books on the list should 

they wish to. 

 

A full list of the titles and with a synopsis for each one can be found by clicking the link below: 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookbuzz/students/bookbuzz-books/ 

 

 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookbuzz/students/bookbuzz-books/
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Read On Continued…. 
 

Hazelwick School Book Group 

 

Our book group is open to all students and staff.  We meet in the library after school once a month. Free 

refreshments are provided and there is no need to pre-book. Our discussion themes and meeting dates for this 

term are: 

 

27th September: Free verse books 

 

18th October: Spooky stories 

 

29th November: School stories 

 

13th December: Books that celebrate different cultures 

 

Library Web App 

 

All Hazelwick students can access the library web app by clicking the link below or from the link in the 

Hazelwick school folder from the Start menu.  

 

https://uk.accessit.online/hzl04/#!dashboard 

 

Students can check their book loans, renew their books if they are not very overdue, reserve books and write 

book reviews to be shared with other students. All reviews will be read by the library staff prior to publication.   

 

Our Library 

 

I thought that our Year 7 parents/carers may find the following quick guide to the library useful. 

 

Students can borrow up to six books for a three-week loan period. The library uses the same biometric system 

as the canteen to identify students. Books can be renewed providing the title has not been reserved by another 

library user. Renewals can be made in person with library staff, by emailing library@hazelwick or self-renewal 

via the library web app.  

 

Students may reserve library books that are out on loan to another library user in person, via the library email 

or by the library web app. We will always try to order in any books that students request if we do not stock 

them in the library.  

 

Overdue book reminders are automatically sent from the library information management system to students, 

their parents/carers, and Form teachers. Whilst we do not charge fines for overdue books, I would be grateful 

if you could encourage students to renew/return their books upon receipt of their first reminder. Students 

who have lost a library book or the book has been damaged whilst in their care are asked to inform the library 

staff.  A replacement charge may be requested, and parents/carers will be notified. 

 

https://uk.accessit.online/hzl04/#!dashboard
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Read On Continued…. 
 

We have a range of Fiction and Non-Fiction titles for all reading abilities to support the Accelerated Reader 

programme and these books will be labelled with the book level. Students are encouraged to ask for our help 

when choosing their next book to read and we also provide a range of book lists and recommended reads to 

support students’ pleasure reading. 

 

 

The benefits of reading for pleasure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reading charity Booktrust note that ‘From babies to children in their early years and all the way through to 

early teens, reading brings profound and wide-ranging benefits that can have a lifelong positive impact on 

children’s lives.’ I have included the link to the Booktrust which details the research and evidence.  The site also 

provides a range of tips, advice and resources for parents/carers. 

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/impact-and-research/Research/the-benefits-of-reading/ 

 

You may wish to check out the resources from the Literacy Trust website which also supports parents/carers 

and families, and I have included the link to their website. 

 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/ 

 

Reading for pleasure has been linked to supporting the mental wellbeing and self-esteem in young people and 

the library has a designated ‘Shelf Help’ section. This section houses both Fiction and Non-Fiction titles which 

cover a range of issues including neurodiversity, grief, eating disorders and general mental health. We have also 

produced reading lists for the section. 

 

The library opens at 8.00am and closes at 4.00pm Monday to Friday. The library is staffed by Chartered 

Librarian Mrs Thornton and Library Assistant Mrs Bridgman, and we can be contacted by emailing:  

 

library@hazelwick.org.uk 

 

Keep reading! 

 

Mrs Thornton BA (Hons) MCLIP 

School Librarian 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/impact-and-research/Research/the-benefits-of-reading/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/
mailto:library@hazelwick.org.uk
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Read On Continued…. 
 

Guest Reviewer 
 

Our guest reviewer this month is: Mr Agnihotri 

 

Book Title: A Thousand Splendid Suns 

 

Author: Khaled Hosseini 

 
Recently I took a poll of my book club members on which book they 

couldn’t put down and A Thousand Splendid Suns won by quite the 

majority.  I’d also had it recommended by a former work colleague as one 

of their favourite books of all time.  It certainly made an impression.  A Thousand Splendid Suns is a story 

about loss, a story about pain and it isn’t a story for someone looking for a light read.  It’s a tense tale.   

 

The book follows the stories of two women, Mariam and Laila, and their journeys through life and across 

Afghanistan.  Mariam starts out life with a troubled childhood and her whole youth seems a disappointment.  

Laila’s is the opposite, starting positively within a happy and healthy family, before also taking a horrible turn.   

 

This story is not for the faint-hearted.  It’s a deep and powerful tale that pulls no punches in telling the terrible 

way in which women were treated in certain parts of the world and in some cases still are.  It also educates us 

on more recent history of the Middle East, including some of the wars and politics that have devastated the 

region.  I can’t say that a book has ever made me feel as emotionally involved as this one.  At times it made me 

feel elated and joyful while at others full of sorrow, anger and fear.  There were moments which were 

harrowing and utterly humbling.   

 

Hosseini’s characters are totally believable and I couldn’t help but sympathise with Mariam and Laila.  They are 

strong, powerful and intelligent in their own ways, in spite of the many hardships they face, continuously trying 

to bring out the best in those around them.  We see them evolve, learning to adapt to the lives into which they 

have been forced, developing from young naïve girls into very capable women.   

 

If you enjoy books which take you on an emotional rollercoaster, and which also educate, then I’d highly 

recommend this beautifully written novel.  I must issue some trigger warnings of physical and mental abuse, as 

well as war; this isn’t a jolly summer read.  It is though, beyond the shadow of a doubt, worth every word on 

every page.  
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Spotlight on Safeguarding... 

Where to get further information and support: 

 

• THINK! 

         Cycle Safety – THINK! 

• The Highway Code 
         New Rules and Road safety tips for drivers - THE HIGHWAY CODE   

         (highwaycodeuk.co.uk) 

• ROSPA 

   Active Travel Advice for Parents | - RoSPA 

For your information this month, via the Newsletter, we are raising awareness of staying safe 

on the way to and from school. 

As a number of students beginning Year 7 at Hazelwick School this September have gained more 

independence by walking or cycling to and from school, it is important that they are aware of the potential 

dangers they face if not being safe. Data from Public Health England shows that 35% of children and young 

people killed or seriously injured in road collisions occur during the time of day classified as the school run. 

Also there is a consistent trend of more boys being injured due 

to a road traffic collision then girls. ROPSA (The Royal Society 

for the Prevention of Accidents) states that peer pressure is a 

factor as children may be encouraged to behave unsafely near 

roads. Also the use of mobile phones and headphones creates 

another danger as this can lead to young people becoming 

distracted when crossing roads as they will not either see or 

hear traffic.  

 

According to THINK, a way in which to help young people 

understand the importance of being road safe is to explain the 

salience of consequences. For example, it is not always enough to 

state to a young person that if they do not use a safe place to 

cross the road, they may have an accident. It is explaining the salience of that consequence in that the 

accident may lead to that young person not being able to play football anymore or they miss some crucial 

information about exams when they are missing school due to their injuries.  

 

There is a selection of road safety tips below for children and young people to follow to keep them safe 

when going to and from school (more are available in the further support box at the bottom of the page). 

 

• Be alert and watch out for hazards - While crossing the street, always pay complete attention. 

Stop whatever you are doing, such as looking at phones and listening to music, look both ways and 

listen for oncoming traffic.  

 

• Don’t take risks around roads – Playing with a ball by busy roads can lead to accidents. When the 

ball goes in the road, running to get it can be extremely dangerous. 

 

• Make a note of when the clocks go back – If students are going home later after a club it could 

be getting dark and the need to be extra careful is needed. 

 

• Following safety advice when cycling - Always wear a helmet, use lights when dark or poor 

visibility and signal to show other road users what you are going to do. 

https://www.think.gov.uk/cycle-safety/
https://www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk/changes-and-answers/highway-code-for-kids
https://www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk/changes-and-answers/highway-code-for-kids
https://www.rospa.com/road-safety/active-travel-hub/parents-and-carers
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Homework & Revision Clubs 

Insight - Parent Portal 

Insight is a secure online system which allows parents/carers to access a range of data and information about 

their son/daughter.  Once logged in, parents/carers can view information such as their child's timetable, 

session attendance, behaviour points and school reports.  
 

If you have not accessed this yet and would like more information, please email insight@hazelwick.org.uk 

Hazelwick Twitter Account  
 
Follow us on our Twitter account @HazelwickSchool for reminders of key 

dates and details of important events. 

 

Sixth Form: Monday to Friday until 5pm – Supervised study in the Octagon. 

Study Hub - Lunchtime 
 

Room 1 

Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11  

Monday to Thursday 1.25pm 1.55pm 

Computers and printer available 

Support available from staff 

Bring your lunch 

Booking is not necessary 

Contact Mrs Stewart for more details: 

rstewart1@hazelwick.org.uk  
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Homework & Revision Clubs 

Interested in applying to Oxford or Cambridge University? 
 

Any student who is interested in applying to Oxford or Cambridge University (or indeed any other 

academically competitive university) might want to look at the link below to discover the range of 

opportunities aimed specifically at state-school students.  These include:  the Inspire programme for students 

in Years 9, 10 and 11; the Inspire programme for students in Years 12 and 13; subject-exploration days; 

subject-specific taster days; and essay-writing competitions.  There are also resources such as the fascinating 

‘Oxplore’ programme (which is aimed at students from Year 7 upwards).  Some events are open to all state 

school students and others are aimed specifically at currently under-represented groups such as young women 

with Bangladeshi or Pakistani heritage. 
 

Hazelwick students who have been successful in securing interviews and places at Oxbridge have often taken 

advantage of these opportunities.  Indeed, having the initiative to apply for these programmes is another step 

towards students being able to demonstrate that they have the self-motivation required for independent 

academic success. 
 

Do apply if you are interested! 

 

TermCard_2023-Hilary-Term.pdf (sjcinspire.com) 

 

Sixth Form: Monday to Friday until 5pm – Supervised study in the Octagon. 

Study Hub - Lunchtime 
 

Room 1 

Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11  

Monday to Thursday 1.25pm 1.55pm 

Computers and printer available 

Support available from staff 

Bring your lunch 

Booking is not necessary 

Contact Mrs Stewart for more details: 

rstewart1@hazelwick.org.uk  
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Homework & Revision Clubs 

 

Sixth Form: Monday to Friday until 4.30pm – Supervised study in the Octagon. 

Hazelwick Twitter Account  
 
Follow us on our Twitter account @HazelwickSchool for 

reminders of key dates and details of important events. 

Insight is a secure online system which allows parents/carers to access a range of data and information about 

their son/daughter.  Once logged in, parents/carers can view information such as their child's timetable, 

session attendance, behaviour points and school reports.  
 

If you have not accessed this yet and would like more information, please email insight@hazelwick.org.uk 

Insight - Parent Portal 

 

Study Hub  

Years 7-11 

Supervised study at 

lunchtime and 3-4 pm 

after school. 

No need to book, simply 

turn up when you need 

help. 

mailto:insight@hazelwick.org.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwir6ortgYDZAhUEXRQKHWIHAIMQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdesignshack.net%2Farticles%2Fgraphics%2Ftwitters-new-logo-the-geometry-and-evolution-of-our-favorite-bir
mailto:rstewart1@hazelwick.org.uk
https://sjcinspire.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/TermCard_2023-Hilary-Term.pdf
mailto:rstewart1@hazelwick.org.uk
mailto:insight@hazelwick.org.uk

